CHAPTER H
RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS
By eliot grinnell mears
In a republic, to be successful we must learn to combine intensity
of conviction with a broad tolerance of difference of conviction. Wide
differences of opinion in matters of religious, political, and social belief
must exist if conscience and intellect alike are not to be stunted, if there
is to be room for healthy growth. Bitter internecine hatreds, based on
such differences, are signs, not of earnestness of belief, but of that
fanaticism which, whether religious or anti-religious, democratic or un-
democratic, is itself but a manifestation of the gloomy bigotry which has
been the chief factor in the downfall of so many, many nations.
—teeodobe roosevelt; "Citizenship in a Republic/' Sorbonne, 1910.
A student of Turkey should at some time or other have
been a student in Turkey. It is an essential that he for-
get that he is a stranger or a visitor, for he must breathe
the atmosphere of a country situated in Europe as well
as in Asia providing he wishes to learn anything worth-
while of its distinction and its mysteries. He will be
completely translated into the world of the Near Bast if
he takes his cup of Turkish coffee, perhaps a Turkish
cigarette, and with a native companion sits down in a
cafe at the Stamboul end of the Galata Bridge which
spans the Golden Horn. For here the moving crowd,
composed of all creeds, races, and nationalities, presents
a vast panorama of glowing colors. Close by the bridge
hundreds of sailing vessels like white winged birds, their
damp canvas spread to dry in the sun, rest in port after
their fishing trips up into the Black Sea or the Sea of
Marmara. The native owners move about over them,
mending nets and ropes and singing as they work.
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